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miners constantly working underground to under-
mine our confederated fabric"; and this latest as-
sault upon the rights of the States seemed to him,
though perpetrated in the usual way, the most
outrageous of all: "An opinion is huddled up in
conclave, perhaps by a majority of one, delivered
as if unanimous, and with the silent acquiescence
of lazy or timid associates, by a crafty chief judge,
who sophisticates the law to his own mind by the
turn of his own reasoning."

Roane, Jefferson's protege, was still more vio-
lent and wrote a series of unrestrained papers at
this time in the Richmond Enquirer, under the
pseudonym "Algernon Sidney." Alluding to these,
Marshall wrote Story that "their coarseness and
malignity would designate the author of them if
he was not avowed." Marshall himself thought to
answer Roane, but quickly learned that the Vir-
ginia press was closed to that side of the ques-
tion. He got his revenge, however, by obtaining
the exclusion of Roane's effusions from Hall's Law
Journal, an influential legal periodical published in
Philadelphia. But the personal aspect of the con-
troversy was the least important. " A deep design/*
Marshall again wrote his colleague, "to convert
our Government into a mere league of States has